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If you are interested in placing an ad in next year's PACT Directory, contact us at  
PACofTexas@yahoo.com or visit www.PolishAmericanCouncilofTexas.org.

See our contact information on the back cover.
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our leaDership
Founder and Chairman Emeritus 

Most Rev. John W. Yanta, D.D., Bishop 
Emeritus, Diocese of Amarillo

Maureen Brown
Jolanta Dryden-Mazewski

Angelika Firlej
Elenora Dugosh Goodley

Susie Kotara
Genny Kraus

Michael Kurtin
Dr. Witold Lukaszewski

Dr. Jim Mazurkiewicz
Sue McCarthy

Eric Opiela
Dr. Waldemar Priebe

Elaine Mazurek Stephens
John Wojtasczyk

Colton Cunov
Dr. Piotr Przybylski

officers 2017 
President - Dr. Jim Mazurkiewicz

Vice President - Elaine Mazurek Stephens
2nd Vice President - Dr. Piotr Przybylski

Secretary - Susie Kotara
Treasurer - John Wojtasczyk

Youth Vice President - Colton Conuv

boarD of Directors

Fr. Wiesław Iwaniec, Pastor of Immaculate Conception of the BVM Church in Panna  
Maria, leading the parade during our PACT Annual Meeting events on Nov. 19, 2016.
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1st Sunday of each 
month - Austin, 
Austin Polish Film 
Festival Series 

Mar. 1 – Texas 
A&M University 
Internship/Study 
Abroad to Poland 
Applications due 

Mar. 25 – Austin, 
Austin Polish  
Society, Bigos 
Cook-Off 

Mar. 29 – irving, 
Univ. of Dallas  
Lecture Series w/
Krzysztof Zanussi

Apr. 2 - Austin, 
Austin Polish  
Society, Bigos 
Cook-Off

Apr. – Deadlines  
for PACT, PNA 
Scholarship and Fr. 
Leo. Moczygemba 
Fdtn. Scholarships

Apr. 9 – Austin, 
Austin Polish  
Society, Easter  
egg painting

Apr. 15 – Austin, 
Austin Polish  
Society, Easter 
Food Blessing – 
Święconka

Apr. 21 –  
Houston, Polish 
Bridge Club

Apr. 23 -  
sAn Antonio, 
Divine Mercy  
Sunday, Seraphic 
Sisters

Apr. 23 - st.  
Hedwig,  
Annunciation of  
the BVM Church,  
Annual Parish  
Festival

May 6 – dAllAs, 
St. Peter the  
Apostle Church, 
The Magic Piano 
concert, music of 
Chopin (Dallas 
Opera)

May 6 – Austin, 
Austin Polish  
Society, Piano/ 
violin concert

May 7 – dAllAs, 
St. Peter the  
Apostle Church, 
Polish food and 
drink Picnic

May 7 - BAnderA, 
St. Stanislaus  
Catholic Church, 
Parish Festival

May 5-7 -  
Houston,  
Our Lady of  
Czestochowa  

Catholic Church, 
May Festival

May 13 - Austin, 
Austin Polish  
Society Picnic

May 21 - sAn 
Antonio, Our 
Lady of Sorrows, 
Spring Festival

May 28 – Austin, 
Austin Polish  
Society, Children’s 
Day

June/July –  
Austin, Austin 
Polish Society, 
Family Potluck

Jun. 9-11 - sAn 
Antonio, Fr. Leo. 
Moczygemba Fdtn. 
Polish Booth at the 
Texas Folklife  
Festival

Jun. 23-24 -  
Bremond,  
Bremond Chamber 
of Commerce,  
Polish Festival 
Days

Aug. 6 -  
KosciusKo,  
St. Ann Catholic 
Church, Annual  
Picnic

Sep. – Houston, 
Our Lady of  
Czestochowa  
Catholic Church, 
Dozynki

Sep or Oct.  
Houston, Slavic 
Heritage Festival

Sep. 1-3 –  
PAnHAndle,  
Rapstine Family 
Reunion

Sep. 3 –  
cHAPPell Hill, 
St. Stanislaus  
Catholic Church, 
80th Annual Parish 
Mass &  
Homecoming 
Bazaar

Sep. 10 -  
YorKtown, Holy 
Cross Catholic 
Church, Parish  
Festival & Craft Fair

2017-18 MeMber events

L-R Colton Cunov, Dr. Piotr Przybylski, James Mazurkiewicz in front of  
Immaculate Conception of the BVM Church, during the PACT Annual Meet-
ing in Panna Mara in 2016. 
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Oct. – Polish  
Heritage Month

Oct. – st.  
Hedwig,  
Annunciation of the 
BVM Church,  
Polish American 
Priests Association 
Celebration 

Oct. 8 - PAnnA 
mAriA,  
Immaculate  
Conception of the 
BVM, Annual  
Turkey Dinner

October 23 –  
dAllAs, St. Peter 
the Apostle Church, 
Polish festival at 
Klyde Warren Park  

Nov. - Austin, 
Austin Polish  
Society, Campfire/
Ognisko; and Polish 
Film Festival

Nov. 1-5 –  
Houston,  
Houston Polish  
Film Festival

Nov. 11 –  
Houston, Our 
Lady of Czesto-
chowa Catholic 
Church, Singing of 
Polish Patriotic 
Songs and Polish 
History Competition

Nov. 18 –  
Bremond,  
PACT Annual  
Members &  
Directors Meetings

Nov. 19 -  
cHAPPell Hill, 
St. Stanislaus  
Catholic Church, 
9th Annual Dozynki 
(Harvest Mass & 
Celebration) 

Dec. 3 - sAn 
Antonio,  
Father Leopold 
Moczygemba  
Foundation,  
Annual Gala

Dec. 9 – YorK-
town, Holy Cross 
Catholic Church, 
Catholic Daughters, 
Santa Cafe and 
Craft Fair.

Dec. 10 – Austin, 
Austin Polish  
Society, Christmas 
Party

Dec. – Houston, 
Polish Home,  
Polish National  
Alliance, Christmas 
Party  

Dec. –  Bremond, 
Bremond Chamber 
of Commerce, 
Kolędy

Dec. – Bremond, 
Bremond Chamber 
of Commerce, 
Christmas Festival 
Parade of Lights

Dec. – st.  
Hedwig,  
Annunciation  
of the BVM  
Church, Wigilia

Dec. 30 –  
cHAPPell Hill, 
St. Stanislaus  
Catholic Church, 
Kolędy (Christmas 
Caroling)

2018 

Jan. – PACT  
Members - Pay 
PACT dues

Feb. – Houston, 
Ognisko (bonfire)

Feb. – el PAso  
– registration  
opens for Polish 
language classes  
at UT El Paso

Mar 1 – DEADLINE 
for PACT Directory 
ads and events!

Children at the Annual Meeting in Panna Maria, Nov. 2016.

2017-18 MeMber events

Please check member  
pages and websites for  

up-to-date info. 

Submit YOUR Member  
events to  

PACofTexas@yahoo.com
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PACT Members gather in front of church in Panna Maria, for the annual meeting.

Regions of PACT were represented in the parade.

Bishop John W. Yanta and two young ladies meet at 
the PACT Annual Meeting where he was presented 
(right) the PACT Award of Lifetime Achievement, 
by President, Dr. Jim Mazurkiewicz.

PAct Annual Meeting

Join PAct  
at our 

Annual meetings 
for members  
& directors

nov. 18, 2017
Bremond, texas

cover photo & more contributed by miguel ramos
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Enter the
Polish  

American 
Council of 

Texas
Essay Contest 

and win a 
$500  

Scholarship!
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Mailing Address:  1712 Oak Tree Drive, Houston, Texas 77080
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PAct 
Annual 
Meeting

Mass was held at Immaculate Conception of the BVM in Panna Maria, the 
first Polish settlement in the USA where their first Mass was held in 1854.

At the PACT Annual Meeting, the parade included many members and friends.

President Dr. Jim Mazurkiewicz receives a do-
nation from PACT Director, Yolanta Mazews-
ki-Dryden, for the PACT Scholarship program.

Bertha Korzekwa and Elaine Moczygemba, mem-
bers of the Father Leopold Moczygemba Foundation, 
served cake after lunch at the PACT Annual Meeting.



Dr. Jim Mazurkiewicz, President 
of the Polish American Council 
of Texas and Regents Fellow and 
Director of the Texas Agricultural 
Lifetime Leadership program for the 
Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Ser-
vice, was awarded the Knight’s Cross 
of the Order of Merit of the Republic 
of Poland in June of 2016.

Mazurkiewicz was presented the high-
est honor given to a non-citizen by 
Poland President Andrzej Duda during 
a ceremony at the Presidential Palace 
in Warsaw. The award recognized his 
leadership for building international 
agricultural cooperation between Poland and the U.S., and efforts to 
promote the Polish economy and partnership development domesti-
cally.

Mazurkiewicz, who speaks conversational Polish, has organized sev-
eral key visits the past six years between Texas and Poland, involv-
ing U.S. and Poland politicians, entrepreneurs, farmers and scientists 
to learn more about agricultural production and its economy in Texas 
and nationally. Participants included representatives in government, 
academia and industry, as well as elected officials, university admin-
istrators, professors, researchers, students, businessmen, women and 
farmers.

“I am most honored and humbled to receive the highest recogni-
tion a non-citizen can receive,” Mazurkiewicz said. “It is with 

PAct President  
Mazurkiewicz  

receives high honor  
from Polish President

22
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Excerpts from a story by Blair Fannin in his article which appeared in Texas A&M AgriExtension Today in June 
2016. http://today.agrilife.org/2016/06/16/mazurkiewicz-receives-medal-of-merit-from-republic-of-poland/; and 
PACT contributing writer, Elaine Mazurek Stephens.

great pride to continue to further my Polish heritage through agricultural 
education, developing business relations as well as forming partnerships 
and friendships between the Republic of Poland and the Texas agricultural 
industry.” Dr. Mazurkiewicz’ Polish descent traces back to his great-grand-
parents, who came to the United States 130 years ago and settled in Chap-
pell Hill. Mazurkiewicz continues the family farming operation raising 
beef cattle in addition to his work with AgriLife Extension.

(Republic of Poland photo)
Dr. Jim Mazurkiewicz, President of PACT and Regents Fellow and Director of the Texas 
Agricultural Lifetime Leadership program for the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service, 
received the Knight’s Cross of the Order of Merit of the Republic of Poland from Poland 
President Andrzej Duda during a ceremony June 14, 2016, in the Presidential Palace in 
Warsaw, Poland. 



PAct Annual 
Meeting

Members of Dance Group Wawel, from 
Houston, performed several traditional 
Polish dances, such as the Royal Po-
lonaise, during which they invited guests 
to participate, including Bertha Korze-
kwa and Elaine Moczygemba in tradi-
tional Silesian attire.  
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Members of PACT get ready to participate in the parade at the Annual Meeting in historic Panna 
Maria, November 2016.  
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We are proud to be a Member of PACT.
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interested in 
joining PAct? 

Annual Dues
Individuals - $50 • Family - $70
Organizations, Nonprofits - $100
Corporations, LLCs - $100 (no voting rights)

Membership includes an ad in our Directory
Individuals - 1/4 pg • Family - 1/4 pg
Organizations, Nonprofits - 1/2 page
Corporations, LLCs - 1/2 page

Non-Members may inquire about ads.  
Email PACTx@yahoo.com

■

■

■
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Join PAct at our 
Annual meetings for
members & directors

nov. 18, 2017
Bremond, texas

Join online at  
www.PolishAmericancounciloftexas.org



Mission stateMent
PACT is a non-profit organization established with 

the following mission: To further knowledge of Polish 
culture, traditions, history, language, arts, current affairs, 
and statewide events in Texas. To facilitate networking 

among Polish American groups in Texas.

Who We are
Our members include Polish American individuals, 

clubs, organizations, churches, professionals,  
societies, artists, genealogists, teachers, cultural events, 

businesses and more. We welcome you!

contact us 
Email: PACofTexas@yahoo.com  

Web: PolishAmericanCouncilofTexas.org 
Phone: 830-779-2636 

Facebook: PACTx
PO Box 1357, La Vernia, Texas  78121


