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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

OFFICERS 2023
President: Dr. Jim Mazurkiewicz

1st Vice President: Dr. Piotr Przybylski
2nd Vice President: Eric Opiela

3rd Vice President: Elaine Mazurek Stephens
Secretary: Jola Mazewski-Dryden

Treasurer: John Wojtasczyk
Youth Vice President:  

Jennie Szefer & Emily Glowski, Co-Presidents  
of the Texas A&M Polish Association

Youth Vice President: Nathan Silverstein,  
President of the University of Texas Polish Club

Directory/Membership Chairman:  
Elaine Mazurek Stephens

Silent Auction Chairman: Maureen Brown

VIEW ALL OUR DIRECTORIES ON PACTX.ORG!

As Texas Polonia continues to grow, the leadership of the board and of our members 
of the Polish American Council of Texas (PACT) have made a tremendous impact.  
Our organization is blessed to have many talents representing all four immigra-

tions to Texas by providing their unique insight and understanding. The PACT’s vision 
of furthering the knowledge of Polish culture, traditions, history, language, arts, current 
affairs, and statewide events in Texas has gained attention among Polonia in Texas, nation-
ally and abroad.  We must continue to invest in our youth, appreciate each other and work 
together as one Polonia to be relevant, respected, sustainable and effective. Our diversity 
gives us breadth and our solidarity makes us strong. “Be not afraid.” 

— Dr. Jim Mazurkiewicz, President
Polish American Council of Texas

POLISH AMERICAN
COUNCIL OF

TEXAS

Susie Kotara
Genny Kraus

Michael Kurtin
Dr. Witold Lukaszewski

Sue McCarthy
Jola Mazewski-Dryden
Dr. Jim Mazurkiewicz

Margaret Meub
Eric Opiela

Dr. Waldemar Priebe
Dr. Piotr Przybylski

Joanna Sikorski
Elaine Mazurek Stephens

John Wojtasczyk
Jola Zabek

John Zientek, Jr.
Honorary Director: Consulate General of the 

Republic of Poland in Houston, Monika Sobczak

The PACT Board of Directors meeting was held in the John Paul II Hall on the morning of the Annual Meeting. 
The parishioners had breakfast treats ready and decorated beautifully.

Founder: Bishop John W. Yanta D.D.
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I – II wave “za chlebem”  
(for bread)

III wave “powojenna i  
solidarnosciowa”  

(WWII and Solidarity)
IV wave “gospodarcza)”  

(economic)

4 Major Waves of Polish Immigration to Texas
I Silesia Region (Prussian partition) since 1854
II Wielkopolska / Kujawy (Prussian partition) and Malopolska /  
   Galicia (Austrian partition) since 1867
III All of Poland due to World War II since 1939 and  
   Marshall Law since 1981 
IV All of Poland and from California, the US Mid-West and  
   East Coast since 2000-present
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Congratulations to the 2022
Polish Texan Lifetime Achievement Awardees

Katelyn Peck 
Floresville; will attend  
Texas A&M University

Erin Moczygemba 
Floresville; will attend  

University of Texas at Austin

Eden Daniel 
St. Mary’s University

We congratulate the winners of our  
2022 Scholarship Essay Contest.  

Each student received a $1000 scholarship, 
payable to their university.

Gratulacje!Gratulacje!

Visit PACTx.org for contest details. We welcome donations to this scholarship fund.  
Donate at PACTx.org.

Stephen & Nancy FitzSimon
Ronald & Charlene Ibrom

Mark Morkovsky
Dwayne & Lynette Padalecki

Kevin & Sylvia Skorupa 

The awards were presented at the 2022 PACT Annual Meeting in the John Paul II Center at the Annunciation 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary Church in St. Hedwig, Texas, on November 12, 2022.
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January 
1 Renew PACT membership 
dues 
8 Polish Progressive Lodge 2336 
Meeting, Houston 
15 Jaselka, Our Lady of  
Czestochowa, Houston 
27 Adam Michnik, web  
presentation, UT Polish Club

February 
2 Polish Film Fest, Austin 
5 Polish Koledy Concert at  
Texas A&M University 
11 Carnival Ball, Polish School, 
Our Lady of Czestochowa Parish 
Hall, Houston 
16 Lecture, Many Gifts of Pope 
JPII, virtual, by Dr. John Hit-
tinger, JPII, Univ. St. Thomas 
17 Ambassador Mark Brzezinski, 
virtual program, UT Polish Club 
25 Opening of Polish Store,  
Bremond 
25 Austin Classical Music  
Concerts, Chopin on Fire  
Concert, Austin Polish Society 
27 True-Life; Celebration  
of Poet Adam Zagajewski, Menil 
Collection, Houston & Austin 
28 Deadline for PACT Directory

March 
3 Chopin Festival, El Paso 
3 Polish Club at UT presents:  
Mr. Jonathan Ornstein, virtual 
4 Ognisko Bonfire, Austin Polish 
Society 
8 International Women’s Day 
Celebration, El Paso 
9 Virtual, Next Generation  
of Polish American Leadership, 
Polish Heritage Center, Panna 
Maria 
19 Meeting with Katarzyną 
Janicką, author Potęga Prawdy, 
Austin Polish Society  
21 Lecture, Intimate Look into 
Canonization Process of JPII, 
Bs. Oder, Univ. St. Thomas 
25 Bigos Cook-off, Austin Polish 
Society 
26 Picnic, Polish School,  
Houston 
26 Easter Egg hunt, picnic,  
Polish School of Dallas 
28 Virtual prgm featuring Genny 
Krause, Polish Heritage Center, 
Panna Maria

April 
1 Speaker, Polish Club at UT,  
Dr. Wojciech Sadurski 

1 Austin Polish Society, Easter 
Egg painting and Palm making 
1 Family Activities Day, Polish 
Heritage Center, Panna Maria 
6 PNA, Polish Progressive 
Lodge 2336/ Kosciuszko Lodge 
165, Scholarship Deadline 
6 PACT Essay Scholarship 
Deadline   
8 Holy Saturday, Our Lady of 
Czestochowa Church, Houston 
9 Easter, Polish Mass, Our Lady 
of Czestochowa Church,  
Houston 
13 Lecture, Polish Saints, Dr. Fr. 
Witold Kania, Univ. St. Thomas 
18 Deadline for FLMoczygemba 
Foundation Scholarship 
18 Virtual program for Holocaust 
Remembrance Day, Polish  
Heritage Center, Panna Maria 
23 Picnic, Nicolaus Copernicus 
Polish School, Houston 
30 Annual Feast Day  
Celebration, Annunciation of 
BVM, St Hedwig

May 
4 Concert, Nicolaus Copernicus 
by Kinga Fergusson & Polish 
Con. Gen, Univ. St. Thomas 

Please check the Member website for details and up-to-date information.  
Check www.PACTX.org for more events.

MEMBER EVENTS 2023

Apolonia Catering, a charter 
member of PACT, continues to 
cater great events! Asia Gon-
zar and Chef Heath Young 
at the Austin Polish Society’s 
Film Festival in October 2022.

Scenes from Member Events 2022Scenes from Member Events 2022
Aneta Krozel, a 
Wawel dancer, 
holds the bread for 
a traditional gift at 
a special event.  
Photo by Stan 
Aponiuk.

Mini Wawel dancers 
prepare for a gala 
event in Houston. 

Feb. 16, 2023. Photo 
by Stan Aponiuk.
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5-7 Houston Polish Festival,  
Our Lady of Czestochowa 
7 Parish Festival, St. Stanislaus, 
Bandera 
7 Annual Picnic, Nativity of BVM, 
Cestohowa 
18 Concert, Polish Culture  
& History in Music, Wojtyla’s 
poetry by Dancewicz, Univ.  
St. Thomas JPII Institute 
TBA Children’s Day, Austin  
Polish Society 
TBA virtual program featuring  
Dr. Mazurkiewicz, PHC, Panna 
Maria

June 
24 Polski Dzień Festival, 
Bremond Chamber of Commerce

July 
TBA Quarterly meeting for Lodge 
163, Lodge 2336 & Council 182 
TBA Polish National Alliance 
Golf Tournament

August 
6 Picnic/Bazaar, St Ann’s 
Church, Kosciusko 
13 Sun Parish Festival, Holy 
Cross, Yorktown

September  
3 Dożynki, Homecoming,  
St. Stanislaus Church,  
Chappell Hill 
17 Sesquicentennial Celebration, 
Nativity of BVM, Cestohowa 
30 Deadline to pay dues in order 
to vote at PACT Annual Mtg. 
TBA Homecoming Bazaar, Holy 
Cross Church, Yorktown  
TBA Annual Bazaar, St. Joseph 
church, New Waverly 
TBA Polish Harvest Festival, 
Dożynki, Houston 
TBA Virtual program with Ewa 
Barczyk, PHC, Panna Maria

October 
8 Annual Homecoming &Turkey 
Dinner, Panna Maria  
8 Homecoming Bazaar,  
St. Stanislaus Kostka, Anderson 
22 Annual Turkey Dinner,  
Nativity of BVM, Cestohowa 
28 Picnic in the Park, PACT, 
Cypress 
TBA Polish Annual Film Festival, 
Houston 
TBA Annual Dożynki, Chappell 
Hill

November 
11 PACT Annual Meeting and 
Polish Independence Day  
Celebration, Bryan 
17/19 Polish Folk Dance  
Association of the Americas, 
Gala Celebrations, OLC,  
Houston,  
TBA Turkey Day Celebration, 
Annunciation of the BVM,  
St. Hedwig 
TBA Austin Polish Festival,  
Austin 
TBA Polish Film Festival, Austin 
TBA Virtual program, Veterans 
Day and Polish Independence 
Day, PHC, Panna Maria

December 
3 PNA Christmas Party, Houston 
24 Wigilia, Annunc. Of BVM,  
St. Hedwig 
TBA Christmas Party, Austin  
Polish Society 
TBA Polskie Kolędy, Bremond 
TBA Polskie Kolędy, Chappell 
Hill

To have your Polish-related event included next year,  
join PACT today-thanks! PACTx.org.

MEMBER EVENTS 2023

Scenes from Member Events 2022Scenes from Member Events 2022

COVER PHOTO: from the left: Lukasz Demkiewicz, Wiktor Bilewski, Jan Krakowiak, Mini-Wawel Dance Group, Houston.

Bandera Cowboys Western Trail Gunfighters include Roy 
Dugosh, left, of Polish descent, Chairman of the PACT 
Member, Bandera County Sister City Partnership.

Wawel dancers in a procession at Our Lady 
of Czestochowa in Houston. October 7, 2022. 
Photo by Stan Aponiuk.
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PACT AnnualPACT Annual

Distinguished Service Awards were presented to Jola 
Mazewski-Dryden, Susie Kotara, Sue McCarthy, Genny 
Kosub Kraus, and Maureen Brown by PACT President, Dr. 
Jim Mazurkiewicz.

Among the attendees at the Annual Meeting were the Se-
raphic Sisters from San Antonio and Consul Laura Trebel-
Gniazdowska from the office of the Polish Consulate General 
in Houston.

We love welcoming new friends, guests, and members at our annual 
meetings! St. Hedwig community and Annunciation of the BVM church, 
Dziękujemy!

Dr. Jim Mazurkiewicz, PACT President, pres-
ents the traditional gift of bread and salt to Fa-
ther Bill Zadora, right. Denise Cellmer, next to 
Dr. Jim, is the parish Secretary. PACT Board 
members Eric Opiela and Genny Kraus, 
joined them.

Father Bill Zadora’s band, the Five Z’s, played 
traditional Polish music during the meal which 
was catered by Ronnie Kiolbassa.

Thank You  
to Fr. Boleslaw (Bill) 

Zadora) SDS and  
the parishioners at 

Annunciation of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary 
church in St. Hedwig 
for hosting PACT’s  
annual meeting on  

November 12, 2022!
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in St. Hedwig, TX in St. Hedwig, TX 
Nov. 12, 2022Nov. 12, 2022

Parishioners of Annunciation of the BVM made the 
day especially sweet. Left to right: Cecelia Stolows-
ki, Denise Cellmer, Madison Cooper (in the Polish 
attire) and Darlene Kotara.

Wawel dancers performed beautiful, traditional Polish 
dances to loud applause.

The procession to Mass included PACT members from across Texas.

The meeting included performances by Babcia Wawel, Polish dancers.

Photos courtesy of Maureen Brown, Elaine Stephens 
 and others who graciously shared. 

Join us on 
Nov. 11, 2023, 
in Bryan, TX, 
at St. Joseph 

Church for  
our Annual 

Meeting and 
lots of FUN!

MeetingMeeting
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 ■ January 1: Dr. Jim Mazurkiewicz and Troy 
Gawlak provided an interview for WEBR Radio 
hosted by Andrew Gołębiowski, The Polish Ameri-
can Radio in Buffalo, New York about Polskie 
Kolędowanie in Chappell Hill, Texas.
 ■ January: Dr. Mazurkiewicz organized a con-
cert for Troy Gawlak, from Akron, Ohio at the Polish 
Heritage Center at Panna Maria. Dr. Jim & Kathy 
Mazurkiewicz hosted Troy in Texas.
 ■ January 10: Dr. Jim Mazurkiewicz received an 
email from Frank J. Spula, President of the Polish 
National Alliance headquartered in Chicago, Illinois 
welcoming Dr. Mazurkiewicz as a member of PNA.
 ■ January 10: Jola Mazewski-Dryden, Secretary 
of the PACT prepared a comprehensive 2022 calen-
dar of events for the PACT membership and Texas 
Polonia.
 ■ January 7: Dr. Jim Mazurkiewicz and 14 other 
Polonia leaders from across the United States had 
a virtual meeting with newly appointed Ambassador 
Designate Mark Brzezinski to discuss 1. Relation-
ship with US Polonia 2. Open communications with 
the Ambassador 3. Poland’s security in face of Pu-
tin’s recent actions concerning Ukraine.
 ■ January 10: Dr. Jim Mazurkiewicz supported a 
letter to U.S. Ambassador to Poland Mr. Mark Brzez-
inski from Zbyszek Koralewski, VP for American Af-
fairs PNA thanking him for meeting with our U.S. 
Polish delegation and the opportunity to learn more 
about how we can work together strengthening the 
US-Polish Alliance.
 ■ January 10: Dr. Jim Mazurkiewicz provided an 
interview to TV 24 in Warsaw about the interview 
with U.S. Ambassador to Poland Mark Brzezinski 
that was held on Friday, January 8 organized by the 
Polish American Congress: Zbyszek Koralewski and 
Andrzej Burghardt.
 ■ January 12: Art Dunal, Vice Chairman of the 
Polish American Chamber of Commerce in Texas-
Houston Division connected Bradley Mushinski, 
from Harris County Commissioner R. Jack Cagle’s 
Office with Dr. Jim Mazurkiewicz to discuss Com-
missioner Cagle building a relationship with the 
Polish community in Harris County. This led to a 
telephone call, then a meeting coordinated by Mr. 
Mushinski and Dr. Mazurkiewicz with several Polo-
nia leaders to discuss Houston Polonia that led to 
the idea of Polish Heritage Day in the Park.
 ■ January 13: PACT Board Member Joanna 
Sikorski from El Paso was asked by Dr. Jim Mazur-
kiewicz to reach out to universities and libraries in 
Mexico about Andrzej Feliks Wardzinski. After sev-
eral months of correspondence and outreach by Jo-
anna, no information was discovered at this time.
 ■ January 29: Representing PACT, Dr. Jim & 
Kathy Mazurkiewicz attended a dinner and Theatre 
at The Nathaniel Center to watch “Janusz & Stefa: 
A True Story of human Dignity in the Midst of the 
Holocaust”.
 ■ January 24: Dr. Mazurkiewicz was very much 
in support of the Polish American Congress initia-
tives sent to the U.S. Congress by Tom Kolodziej, 
Vice President for American Affairs: 1. The Polish 

American Congress considers Russian demands 
for NATO to withdraw from the former Warsaw Pact 
countries as outrageous interference into the sover-
eignty of Poland and other countries of the region 
to make decisions about their future as sovereign, 
free, and independent countries. 2. The PAC urges 
a firm stance by the Biden administration against the 
Russian escalation and believes that strong biparti-
san legislation that would impose severe sanctions 
against Russia is necessary to deter future aggres-
sion. 3. We support territorial integrity of a sovereign 
and independent Ukraine. 4. We fully agree with a 
recent statement by President Biden that in case of 
Russian military action, more NATO troops should 
be sent to Poland and other countries on the eastern 
flank of NATO to protect their security and indepen-
dence.
 ■ February 1: Nina Drath, President, Fryderyk 
Chopin Society of Texas requested help in promot-
ing a special gala symphonic concert of Polish mu-
sic conducted by Maestro Hector Guzman, Music 
Director of the Polano Symphony Orchestra and the 
Irving Symphony Orchestra for May 7, 2022.
 ■ February 13: Dr. Mazurkiewicz was contacted 
by a Polish university student Igor Proszynski for 
help in locating a summer job.
 ■ February 22: Dr. Jim Mazurkiewicz represent-
ed PACT at a private meeting hosted by The Greater 
Houton Partnership and the Visegrad Countries with 
Ambassadors of Czechia, Hungary, Poland and Slo-
vakia. The purpose of the meeting was to have an 
insightful conversation on the investment and trade 
trends between Texas and the Visegrad Four, the fu-
ture of the European and US relationship, and future 
growth opportunities and bilateral cooperation.
 ■ February 23: Dr. Mazurkiewicz represented 
PACT at reception and program hosted by the Con-
sulate General of the Republic of Poland in Houston 
to meet Mr. Marek Magierowski, Ambassador of the 
Republic of Poland in Washington D.C. The pro-
gram was held at the University.
 ■ March 1: Vice President of the Polish Ameri-
can Congress, Mr. Mark Pienkos requested written 
message from Dr. Mazurkiewicz to be used for the 
Radiothon scheduled for March 11, 12, & 13, 2022. 
The message was to support Ukraine “Polonia for 
Ukraine” PFU.
 ■ March 3: Granted permission to PASI EDU 
to list my name, title as Professor at Texas A&M 
University and President of the Polish American 
Council of Texas in support of a letter to congress 
to advocate for truth in representation of Polish his-
tory and culture especially in school curricula in the 
United States but also in all forms of media around 
the world. Our primary emphasis is to correct mis-
information and add missing information regarding 
Poland and people of Polish descent through com-
munication with existing educational entities and 
offer alternative and supplementary material where 
appropriate.
 ■ March 1:  As president of PACT, Dr. Mazurkie-
wicz supported an effort “Aid for Ukraine” through 
Texas Polonia contacts, Texas A&M University, and 

Polish American Council of  Texas Polish American Council of  Texas 
Accomplishments 2022Accomplishments 2022
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the TALL program.
 ■ March 6: As President of PACT, Dr. Mazur-
kiewicz joined over 1000 supporters of Ukraine at a 
rally in Houston.
 ■ March 16-17: Dr. Mazurkiewicz was contacted 
by Piotr Orlowski, CEO at Ellocco Production in Flor-
ida and who also represents Telewizja Polska (Pol-
ish Television) to do a documentary about the Polish 
people involved in the Houston Livestock Show & 
Rodeo.
 ■ April 4: Dr. Mazurkiewicz was asked to sign 
a declaration for National Museum of the American 
People NMAP (Americans from Central and Eastern 
Europe and Polish Americans). The museum will be 
a powerful scholarly and educational force in the na-
tion as it reinforces the idea that we are all covered 
by the legendary words of the Constitution: We the 
People. 
 ■ May 1: Dr. Mazurkiewicz represented PACT at 
the Polish May Festival at Our Lady of Czestochowa 
in Houston as Honorary Guests and welcomed the 
Marshal of the Pomorskie Voivodeship Mieczyslaw 
Struk, a good friend of Dr. Mazurkiewicz and Former 
President Lech Walesa.
 ■ May 2: Dr. Mazurkiewicz was invited as an 
honorary guest to join the Marshal of the Pomorskie 
Voivodeship Mieczyslaw Struk Former President 
Lech Walesa at the Offshore Technology Confer-
ence in Houston.
 ■ May 3: Dr. Mazurkiewicz hosted Tekla Klebet-
nica and organized a concert for the Polish Heritage 
Center at Panna Maria for Polish Constitution Day.
 ■ May 4: Dr. Mazurkiewicz attended a private 
dinner for Former President Lech Walesa as a spe-
cial guest sponsored by the University of Texas and 
the UT Polish Club at the Capital Grille in Austin or-
ganized by Nathan Silverstein, President of the UT 
Polish Club.
 ■ May 6: Dr. Mazurkiewicz was contacted by 
Maciej Bagiński, Prezes Zarządu about business 
contacts in Texas for US and Polish Investments and 
product start-ups/innovations.
 ■ May 8: Dr. Jim & Kathy Mazurkiewicz hosted 
Dr. Steven Seegel and Dr. Annika Frieberg from the 
University of Texas Department of Slavic and Eur-
asian Studies to learn more about the PACT & Polo-
nia.
 ■ May 17: Dr. Piotr Przbylski was asked to sub-
mit information to support PACT’s nomination of 
Dr. Witold Lukaszewski as our candidate for the 
POLONICUM Prize for outstanding services in pro-
moting Polish language and culture to researchers, 
translators and scientific, research and teaching 
centers.
 ■ May 19: Dr. Mazurkiewicz received information 
from M. Doyle Sanders about information concern-
ing “Janowski School” in Houston, Texas in the early 
1900’s. This information was shared with Bradley 
Mushinski with Commissioner Cagle’s Office. The 
school was in “North Houston Heights” founded by 
Peter Janowski to educate farm children of north 
Houston (near Tidwell and Airline).
 ■ May 24: PACT was asked by Nina Drath, 

Founder, and President of the Fryderyk Chopin So-
ciety of Texas to help promote “An evening of mu-
sic from Poland” to be held on May 27 in Arlington, 
Texas.
 ■ April 7: A request from Ewa Pietrasieńska, Vice 
Consul with the Consulate General of the Republic 
of Poland in Houston to announce “The General An-
ders Program” enabling students to study in Poland 
administered by National Agency for Academic Ex-
change NAWA.
 ■ June 2: Dr. Mazurkiewicz to do an interview 
on Polish Tv in Warsaw discussing “US Beef Pro-
motion” by the National Cattleman’s Beef Council 
promoting US Beef.
 ■ June 3: Dr. Jim Mazurkiewicz had the honor 
to represent Texas A&M University, Texas Polonia 
(PACT) and the Great State of Texas with a panel 
discussion about investing in youth through study 
abroad and exchange programs at “Our Future Fo-
rum” in Warsaw, Poland. Over 1,000 young adults 
were registered for this conference! Michał Mazur 
and his team organized this event, and I also pro-
vided a TV interview about this event for Polish TV.
 ■ June 6: Dr. Mazurkiewicz attended a confer-
ence of Polish farmer that had visited Texas in the 
past 10 years and he was interviewed by Polish TV.
 ■ June 8: Dr. Jim Mazurkiewicz met with the 
Vice Prime Minister/Minister of Agriculture Henryk 
Kowalczyk and Vice Minister for Agriculture Anna 
Gembicka to discuss Texas and Poland cooperation 
and the impact of these programs over the past 12 
years.
 ■ June 8: Dr. Jim Mazurkiewicz had a private 
meeting with US Ambassador to Poland Mr. Mark 
Brzeziński in his home in Warsaw. We discussed bi-
lateral cooperation between Texas and Poland for 
the past 12 years, the War in Ukraine, and a free and 
secure Poland.
 ■ July 26-29: The Polish American Council of 
Texas (PACT) was a sponsor for The American 
Council for Polish Culture (ACPC) held in San An-
tonio and Panna Maria. In addition, Dr. Jim Mazur-
kiewicz provided an article for the ACPC program 
concerning “The History of Texas Polonia.”
 ■ June 30: On behalf of PACT, Dr. Mazurkiewicz 
asked Vice President Eric Opiela to contact the Tex-
as Congressional Representatives and Senators in 
support of House Resolution HR 82 as the request 
of Michael Niedzinski, President of the Polish Ameri-
can Congress Illinois Division.
 ■ July 8: Dr. Mazurkiewicz received a very warm 
and supportive email from U.S. Ambassador to Po-
land Mark Brzezinski concerning our meeting in Po-
land in June.
 ■ August 11: As President of PACT, Dr. Jim 
Mazurkiewicz as asked to provide a written tribute 
about Bishop John W. Yanta for the Wilson County 
News about the life and impact of Bishop Yanta.
 ■ September 15: Alicia Meier, Assistant Man-
aging Editor, Texas Monthly contacted Dr. Jim Ma-
zurkiewicz to conduct an interview concerning the 
Texas Silesians in Panna Maria and the history of 
Polish Texas more broadly.
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 ■ September 16: Dr. Jim Mazurkiewicz hosted 
Tomasz S. Wicherkiewicz, Professor from Adam 
Mickiewicz University in Poznan who visited Chap-
pell Hill, Texas and prepared a paper on the Wiel-
kopolska immigrants “The Second Wave to Texas” 
New Wavery/Brazos Valley.
 ■ September 16-18: Dr. Jim Mazurkiewicz, John 
Cebrowski, Michael Kurtin and Krzysztof Gajda co-
hosted Polish photographer, Norbert Piwowarczyk 
from Warsaw, retained by KUL, who took exterior 
and interior photos of historic Polish churches in 
Texas originally built before WWII in the Brazos 
Valley and the Panna Maria Region. Prof. Jacek 
Gołębiowski, is Director of the Center of Polish Mi-
gration and Immigrant Pastoral Care of The JP II 
Catholic University of Lublin.
 ■ October 3: Malgorzata Bujak, A PhD candidate 
at St. Thomas University in Houston is working with 
Dr. Jim Mazurkiewicz to do research on the Brazos 
Valley Polish Immigrants with Father Grzegorz for 
her PhD dissertation.
 ■ October 6: Dr. Jim Mazurkiewicz received a 
request for contacts from Adam Sciuk with the 23rd 
Annu Plis Film Festival for the Texas A&M Polish As-
sociation. Mr. Sciuk wanted TAMPA to help promote 
the event.
 ■ October 8-9: Dr. Jim Mazurkiewicz hosted 
“Dzien Dobry” TVN Poland Discovery Channel to 
document the Mazurkiewicz family, Texas A&M Uni-
versity, and the Polish immigrants to the Brazos Val-
ley.
 ■ October 10: PACT Director Michael Kurtin and 
Brian Marshall with Kosciuszko Lodge 165, of the 
Polish National Alliance requested help in promot-
ing a cultural exchange between Iszkierczanie, an 
authentic Polish village band from Debica, Poland 
and Polish Texan descendants in the month of De-
cember.
 ■ October 15-19: Dr. Mazurkiewicz Coordinated 
and connected KOWR with SYSCO Foods, HEB 
and Agri-West International and 15 Polish Food 
Companies invited by KOWR will meet with SYSCO 
Foods and HEB in Paris, France at the World Food 
Show “SIAL”. This was a result of the meetings held 
in Warsaw with KOWR on June 7, 2022 and follow 
up meetings by ZOOM upon return to Texas.
 ■ October 25: The Chappell Hill Historical Soci-
ety contacted Dr. Jim Mazurkiewicz about a program 
for October during National Polish Heritage Month. 
Dr. Piotr Przbylski and Dr. John Hittinger agreed to 
provide a program about the Institute of John Paul II 
and the Polish Studies program.
 ■ October 29: Polish Heritage Day in the Park 
led by Chairman John Zientek and PACT Board 
Member focusing on National Polish Heritage Month 
highlighting Texas Polonia in Houston/Brazos Val-
ley. This event is hosted by PACT and sponsored 
by Harris County Commissioner Jack Cagle, Rob 
Ryan, Adam Sciuk, M.D., Consul General of the Re-
public of Poland, Polish Home Inc., PNA Region H 
and Nicolaus Copernicus Polish School in Houston. 
The goal is to highlight our youth in Texas Polonia.
 ■ November 5-25:  Dr. Jim & Kathy Mazurkie-
wicz will be hosting Tomasz Kozłowski - Historian, 

PhD in political science to conduct research con-
cerning NATO from 1889 to 1999 at the TAMU Bush 
School of Government funded by Narodowe Cen-
trum Nauki (National Science Center) (https://www.
ncn.gov.pl/en lead by Professor Antoni Dudek.
 ■ December 1: Dr. Mazurkiewicz organized a 
concert to be played at the Polish Heritage Center 
by a Polish Folk Group “Iszkierczanie” from Debica, 
Poland. This group is sponsored by PNA Kosciuszko 
Lodge 165, and they are hosted by PACT Director 
Michael Kurtin and Brian Marshall, Polish Texas Fid-
dler.
 ■ December 4: Polish Home, PNA and Lodge 
165, 163 Hosting Annual Christmas Party with 
Guests Polish Folk Group “Iszkierczanie” from Debi-
ca, Poland.
 Quarterly editorial contribution by PACT secre-
tary Jolanta Mazewski Dryden to Zgoda Magazine, 
national magazine highlighting the Polish Events in 
Texas
 Polish Exhibit and PACT representation with 
information being distributed at various events by 
Jolanta Mazewski-Dryden – Houston Polish Festi-
val – Spring/Fall; Slavic Heritage Festival, Events 
at Our Lady of Czestochowa, various Homecoming 
and church festival.
 ■ October 19: The Polish Club at the University 
of Texas at Austin, took part in learning to the Po-
lonaise, taught by Michael Kurtin (member of the 
Wawel dance group in Houston and PACT board 
member) Mr. Kurtin taught the club the entire dance 
in just an hour and a half. Mr. Kurtin drove all the 
way from Houston just to be with the club. In do-
ing so, he showed the group of Polish youth what it 
means to sacrifice for others and be a leader in the 
Polish community.
 ■ October 23-24: Historic Grand Opening of the 
Polish Heritage Center. PACT members were on 
hand at this historical event to assist in promotion 
and support. Bishop Emeritus John W. Yanta’s vi-
sion of a Polish Heritage Center in Panna Maria, TX 
(the first and oldest permanent Polish settlement in 
the USA) has come to fruition for all to enjoy and to 
preserve this beautiful heritage. Bishop Yanta was 
the original organizer of the PACT.
 ■ October 29: Polish Heritage Day in the Park – 
1st annual celebration chaired by John Zientek, Bill 
Ogrodowicz, Jerome Bielamowicz with assistance 
from Jolanta Mazewski-Dryden. A great Celebra-
tion with over attendees that featured Dance group 
Wawel, Mini Wawel and Babcia Wawel, the Nicolaus 
Copernicus Polish School Houston and was Hosted 
by Jack Cagel, Harris County Commissioner PCT. 4 
and the Polish American Council of Texas (PACT). A 
great day out with great food and music by Edward 
Winiarski. Special thanks to Bradley Mushinski,  
Harris County Precinct 4 or the support and for the 
Tree Planting Ceremony honoring the Polish School 
in Houston. Thank you to our Sponsors: The 4 Pol-
ish Musketeers, Consulate General of the Republic 
of Poland, Chappell Hill Bakery & Deli, Adam Sciuk 
MD, Polish Home of Houston, PNA Progressive Re-
gion H, Jola Designs, Nicolaus Copernicus Polish 
School, Rob Ryan Construction.
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FIND US ON 
FACEBOOK!

Texas A&M Polish ClubTexas A&M Polish Club
Jennie Szefer and Emily Glowski: Co-Presidents 

Megan Glowski: Food Committee
Josie Jaraczewski: Secretary

Alex Futoma: Treasurer

Our Mission:
To raise awareness  

and to promote  
Polish heritage and  

culture at Texas A&M 
and the Aggie  
Community.
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UT Polish Club 
at Dr. Jim Mazurkiewicz's 
home for his 
Christmas party on 
12/3/22.

UT Polish Club at the 
Wielka Orkiestra in 
Austin on 1/28/23.

UT Polish Club at Panna Maria on 3/25/23.

The mission of the 

POLISH CLUB AT UT 
is to bring students together to learn about Polish history, 

culture, politics, language, and more.

Nathan Silverstein, 
Founder and President

Misha Simanovskyy, 
Vice President

Annabella Ninomiya, 
Administrative Offi cer

Johnny Di Lascio, 
Polish Language Offi cer

www.TexasPolishClub.org
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� ey both came to Texas from the region of Silesia, 
in Poland. John arrived on the � rst ship in 1854 and 
was a stonemason who se� led in downtown San 
Antonio and helped build many churches and build-
ings, including St. Michael’s Church that stood in 
the footprint of the Tower of Americas, and where 
the couple wed in 1868. Josephine had come to Tex-
as with her parents, Nicolaus and Josephine Opiela 
(buried in Panna Maria) and seven siblings in 1856.  
� eir family home John Kush built remains in its 
original location in Hemisfair Park. I hope to honor 
them by serving as Director for the PACT and Mar-
keting Director for the Polish Heritage Center at 
Panna Maria. I only learned of my Polish ancestors 
a� er working with the PHC, Bishop Yanta, and the 
communities and now I am blessed and will treasure 
this heritage and will pass on to my family.
               — Maureen “Mo” Brown

In memory of my great-great-
grandparents, John Kush and 

Josephine Opiela Kush.

John & Amanda Cebrowski

In Memory of…
Karol Cebrowski

and
Karolina Serafin Cebrowski

B E A T A 
B U R G E S O N

POLISH AMERICAN COUNCIL OF TEXAS - PAST TREASURER
AUSTIN POLISH SOCIETY - CO-FOUNDER, PAST PRESIDENT
AUSTIN POLISH FILM FESTIVAL - PAST COMMITTEE MEMBER

Y O U R  L O C A L
R E A L  E S T A T E  E X P E R T

L U
X U R Y I S O

U
R

S
E
R
V
I
C
E
,
O
U
R

S

TANDARD,AN
D

O

U
R
I
N
S
P
I
R
A
T
I
O
N

. BEATA 
BURGESON

POLISH AMERICAN COUNCIL OF TEXAS - PAST TREASURER
AUSTIN POLISH SOCIETY - CO-FOUNDER, PAST PRESIDENT
AUSTIN POLISH FILM FESTIVAL - PAST COMMITTEE MEMBER

YO
U

R LO
CAL

REAL ESTATE EXPERT

L
U
X
U
R
Y
I
S
O

U
R

SERVICE,O
UR

S
T

A
N
D
A
R
D
,
A
N
D

O
U
R
I N S

P I R A T I O N
.

B E A T A 
B U R G E S O N

POLISH AMERICAN COUNCIL OF TEXAS - PAST TREASURER
AUSTIN POLISH SOCIETY - CO-FOUNDER, PAST PRESIDENT
AUSTIN POLISH FILM FESTIVAL - PAST COMMITTEE MEMBER

Y O U R  L O C A L
R E A L  E S T A T E  E X P E R T

L U
X U R Y I S O

U

R
S
E
R
V
I
C
E
,
O
U
R

S
TANDARD,AN

D
O

U
R
I
N
S
P
I
R
A
T
I
O
N
.

www.austinfinehomes.com
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YOUR 
LOCAL 
REAL 
ESTATE 
EXPERT

Immigrated from Poland in the early 60’s to Texas. 
Actively involved in the Polish community  and orga-
nizations since the age of 5, performed with the Pol-
ish Eagle dancers for over 30 years. Held a variety of 
positions in the Polish community for five decades. Ac-
tive promoter of the Polish culture, history, language, 
arts, and heritage via Polish displays throughout Texas. 
Involved in festivals, consumer events, bazaars, and 
private events. Does speaking engagements and TV 
promos. Check out Polish Events and Happenings in 
Texas and Beyond on FB for up-to-date info in the Pol-
ish community. Owns a consulting, PR, marketing, and 
event production firm – Dryden Event Productions. 
Contact: jola@drydeneventproductions.

✦ Secretary – Polish American  
     Council of Texas
✦ Fraternal Advisor – Region H,  
     Polish National Alliance  (Texas,  
     Colorado, Florida, Missouri & Nebraska)
✦ Sales Representative – Polish National Alliance  
     Fraternal Insurance
✦ President, Polish Progressive Lodge 2336  
     & Council 182 Representative 
✦ Polish Events and Happenings in Texas & Beyond

Jolanta A.  
Mazewski- Dryden
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Greetings from  
Grodno Region!
— The Mazik Family

In Memory of

Slotowski
&

Billnoske
Families

New Waverly, 
TX    

— Jane Ellisor

Genny 
  Kosub Kraus
Mazurka 
Polish 
Dancer

PACT 
Member

A proud descendant 
of my 1850 Polish 
settlers, the Kosub 
& Ploch families.

In rembrance of 
Bishop Yanta

Proudly helping 
Grimes County 

and beyond with 
genealogy and 
translations!

Michael Kurtin
13300 FM 362

Navasota, TX 77868
713-446-7813

mktexwh@yahoo.com
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Then & Now

Dr. Witold Lukaszewski

Descendant of 
Wielkopolska and 

Kujawsko-Pomorskie
whose ancestors settled

in Chappell Hill, Texas
Washington County

“The birthplace of Texas”
in the 1880’s  

James Mazurkiewicz
Equine Field Service

Equine Dentistry Technician
Texas A&M University 
Large Animal Hospital

Cell: (979) 229-0780
jmazurkiewicz@cvm.tamu.edu
jamesmaz4m@hotmail.com

Happy to be part of the 
PACT as it fosters 

continued interest in the 
wonderful Polish Heritage.

— Sue McCarthy



18

Blessings
� om

Susan 
Moczygemba-

McKinsey

Panna Maria, TX

Moczygemba,
Virgil and Elaine  

In Memory of our  
Lyssy and  

Moczygemba  
Parents

Additional PACT MembersAdditional PACT Members

Interested in joining PACT?
Join online at PACTx.org

INDIVIDUALS
Roger E. Bartosiewicz
Jerome Bielamowicz

Marilyn Conger
Laura Coughlin 
Art Gmurowski

Clara Malak 
Robert Pawelek

Eric Opiela
Tom Ostrowski

Jola Zabek

FAMILIES
Artur & Magdalena Dunal

Dr. Leon & Mrs. Alina Ordon Kundrotas
Margaret Meub

Pamela & Dwight Mitchell
Dr. Waldemar Priebe

Mark & Zhanna Sikorski
Eddie & Debbie Skrobarcek

STUDENT
Adam Przybylski
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Dr. Mark Pienkos
National First Vice President

Polish American Congress
markpienkos2012@gmail.com

262-325-8039 • pac1944.org

“Best wishes to the Polish 
American Council of Texas 

throughout 2023!”

Bless 
Bishop 
Yanta

– Forever

Ann Pienkos
President of � e Polish-American 

Association of Sarasota, Inc.
www.PolishSarasota.org
annpienkos@gmail.com

Bishop Yanta – Always Remembered

“Continued Great 
Success in 2023!”

JUDGE TOMASZ NOWAK AND FAMILY
SEND YOU AND YOUR FAMILY BEST WISHES IN 2023
WWW.VOTINGFORTOM.COM

POLISH BORN

JUDGE TOM NOWAK
IS THE PRESIDING

JUDGE OF THE
366TH DISTRICT

COURT OF TEXAS IN
MCKINNEY.

HE IS A NATIVE OF
KRAKOW AND IS THE

ONLY POLISH DISTRICT
JUDGE IN TEXAS

...MAYBE THE UNITED
STATES.

Pol.Ad. Paid for by  Keep Judge Tom Nowak Campaign

- TEXAS MADE
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Mary Ann 
Kotara Schirmer 
5th Generation 
in Panna Maria

Best Wishes to All!

Bishop John W. Yanta
Oct. 2, 1931 - Aug. 6, 2022

Sister Agnes Bochenek
Daughter of Our Lady of 

Sorrows
Seraphic Sisters

Oct. 5, 1965 - Jan. 26, 2023

In Memory of 

Elaine Mazurek Stephens
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John Zientek Jr.
3rd generation

In Memory of 
John and Stella 

Zientek

Zbigniew Wojcik
Slaying the Soviet Beast:

� e True Story about How the 
Cold War was Won. What Next? 

www.SlayingSoviet.com
www.facebook.com/zbigniew.wojcik.5074 

A true story 
of a young 
family that is 
separated by 
the Cold War, 
when a man 
deceives the 
communist 
authorities 
and manages 
to escape from 
Soviet Poland.

Jerzy-Piotr Walicki  
who arrived in the United States 

from the region of Bialystock  
in Poland on October 27, 1949.

Born: June 28, 1920  
Deceased: June 2, 2007
— Mark G. Walicki, son

Richard Walicki, son
Kristina Cashin, daughter

In memory of  

3040 Post Oak Blvd., Suite 525
Houston TX, 77056, USA

www.gov.pl/web/usa     @PLinHouston 

Monika Sobczak 
Consulate General
of the Republic of Poland
in Houston
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In Memory of

Julia Czyz, 
a wonderful 
wife, mother, 

and 
grandmother.    

— Joseph Czyz

Paul & Laura  
Dylla 

In Memory of 
Engelbert & Elenora Krawietz

and 
Lawrence & Alice Dylla

•
George Dobek

Family
•

Gabe & Bertha 
Dworaczyk 
Korzekwa

Hagan Dworaczyk
& Pelagia (Wiatrek) 

Dworaczyk

In Memory Of
Benedict Korzekwa

& Hattie (Hoffmann) 
Korzekwa
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George & Betty
Kowalik

Supporti ng the Polish Heritage Center 
to insti ll pride and knowledge of our 

ancestors’ Polish heritage, faith, family 
and community and working to keep 

their history from being lost. 

We pay Tribute 
to our ancestors 
and honor their 

sacrifi ces.

Sam & Susie 
Kotara

Honoring the Polish 
heritage of the Broll, 

Kotara, and 
Wojtasczyk families.

Sam – Board Member of the 
Polish Heritage Center at 

Panna Maria and the Panna Maria 
Historical Society

Susie – Director for PACT 
and a volunteer at the 

Polish Heritage Center 
at Panna Maria

Rebel Ian, Rusty,  
Liberty Rose, Wuisayo,  

Katarzyna Victoria

The Kuciemba Family
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Greg and Stephanie Kusinski 
Hania, Amelia, and Adela
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Al & Angela Notzon
 Angela and I will always cherish our friendship with 
Bishop John W. Yanta over many years. It has been an 
honor to serve with Bishop Yanta on the Board of the 
Polish Heritage Center at Panna Maria from the very 
beginning. Bishop Yanta’s vision, leadership, spiritual-
ity and support were the foundation upon which the 
Polish Heritage Center was formed. The Foundation 
Board is committed to follow his vision and continue 
to honor our ancestors and to implement the mission of 
the Polish Heritage Center: “to retain for posterity, and 
keep vibrant and relevant, the history, values, beliefs, 
customs and traditions of the Polish settlers and their 
descendants at this first and oldest permanent Polish 
settlement in America, and to inspire, engage, and edu-
cate the general public and future generations.”
 We invite everyone to come and visit the Polish 
Heritage Center.
 We give thanks to God, His Mother Mary, Bishop 
Yanta and all our donors, Board, staff and volunteers 
for sharing in Bishop Yanta’s vision.
Aloys J. Notzon, III
Chairman, Polish Heritage Center
Board of Directors

John & Denise 
SKROBARCZYK 
5th generation descendants 

of  immigrants 
Josef  & Joanna Skrobarczyk 
who arrived in Panna Maria 

in 1855
Dr. Jim & Kathy Mazurkiewicz

President & PACT Board Member
Director, Polish Heritage Center 

at Panna Maria
Board Member, Polish American Chamber 

of Commerce in Texas
Professor, Regents Fellow &

Leadership Program Director
Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service
Department of Agricultural Leadership,

Education and Communication
Texas A&M University

Agriculture and Life Sciences Building (1535)
600 John Kimbrough Blvd, 2137 TAMU

College Station, TX 77843-2137
O: (979) 845-1554  C: (979) 229-8855

Jim.mazurkiewicz@ag.tamu.edu
http://tall.tamu.edu

Descendant of Wielkopolska
and Kujawsko-Pomorskie

whose ancestors settled
in Chappell Hill, Texas
Washington County

“The birthplace of Texas”
in the 1880’s



26

Congratulations 
to the  

Parishioners of the
Nativity of the Blessed  

Virgin Mary  
Catholic Church
Cestohowa, Texas

on their
150th Anniversary

1873-2023

From
Lambert & Rosalie Titzman

and Family

John (Treasurer for PACT) & 
Christie Wojtasczyk; 

Descendants of 
Morawiecz, Schlesia, Pawlik, 

Hagel, Migura, Bednorz, 
Brzezina, Skrobarczyk, 

Grabon, Kowalik, Respondek, 
Czerner, & Ibrom
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Feast Day 
Celebration 

Last Sunday in April 
beginning with 

Mass at 9:30 am

14011 FM 1346, P.O. Box 100
Saint Hedwig, TX 78152

210-667-1232 • FAX: 210-667-9088
annun@sthcc.org • www.sthcc.org

Pastor, Fr. Bill (Boleslaw) 
Zadora, SDS

Annunciation 
BVM Church

The 
Church 
was 
founded 
in 1855.

St. John Paul II Parish Center

All of Texas Polonia 
is Invited!

•Ognisko (Bonfi re) – Saturday, March 11
•Bigos Cook-Off – Saturday, March 22
•Easter Egg Painting – Saturday, April 1
•Majowka Picnic – Saturday, May 13
•Children’s Day – Saturday, June 3
•Summer Potluck / Pool Party – 
  Saturday, June 15
•Film Festival – Oct. 27-29 & Nov. 3-5
•Christmas Party – December 2
•New Year’s Eve Party – Sunday, 
  December 31

Polish Language Classes
Call Magda Boudni @ 512-586-1104

Check our website for event details, 
and many other activities … 

and follow us on Facebook & Twitter.

Become an APS Member! Click on 
“membership” on our Homepage.

Austin Polish Society
Celebrating Polish Heritage,
Culture, Language, and Arts

AustinPolishSociety.org

Presenting Polish fi lms,
poster art, and artists 

since 2006

AustinPolishFilm.com
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JUNE 23-24, 2023JUNE 23-24, 2023
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9220 Poplar St., Chappell Hill, TX 77426
ChappellHillMuseum@gmail.com

979-836-6033
ChappellHillHistoricalSociety.com

Bandera County Sister
     Partnership Association

 The Mission of the Bandera County Sister 
Partnership (BCSPA) is to advance peace 
through lasting relationships and international 
understanding, friendships, and diplomatic 
relations.
 We take the United States of America, 
Texas, and Bandera County with us when we 
go abroad.  Our goal is to spread peace and 
goodwill through sister partnerships with 
international cities, counties, schools, citizens, 
and diplomatic exchanges; to promote Bandera 
as the USA’s best western cowboy culture 
vacation attraction helping to expand economic 
development in the city and county of Bandera. 
 The BCSPA promotes tourism, culture, 
and the cowboy traditions of Bandera County, 
Texas since first established in 2004.

The world is opening their 
arms and ready to embrace 

Bandera County and the 
City of Bandera,

“The Cowboy 
Capital of the 

World.”
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 In the early 1850s, Father 
Leopold Moczygemba, from 
Pluznica, Silesia, a region 
in Europe, now southwest  
Poland, came to south Texas 
to help his friends and fami-
lies. He had encouraged them 
to move to Texas, settling in 
Panna Maria and many other 
Texas communities.
 The Foundation spon-
sors an annual essay scholar-
ship contest, and maintains 
two websites, resulting in 
the building of bridges and  
relationships between Silesia 
and Texas.

Father Leopold Moczygemba  
Foundation

www.FLMFoundation.org
www.SilesianTexans.com

•The Father Leopold Moczygemba Foundation book prepared in 
20l9 answers the questions, “What is the purpose of the Founda-
tion?” “How did it get started?” “Who is involved in this organization?”  

•Silesia for Silesian Texans, a book researched by the Silesian  
Profiles Committee, presents the history of Silesia and the villages 
of the ancestors of the Silesian Texans.  ISBN 978-83-7342-687-0.
Please send your mailing address and a check payable to FLMF, P. 
O. Box 23568, San Antonio, Texas, 78223. The FLMF is a 501-C-3 
nonprofit organization. 

These books 
are available 
free with a $5 
donation (each) 
for shipping and 
handling. 
Both books are 
available in limited 
supplies.
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www.poloniaelpaso.org • E-mail: polishsocietyelpaso@gmail.com
Facebook.com/PolishAmericanSocietyElPaso

Regular cultural and social events make GCPS  
a little piece of Poland in the heart of the Sun City. 

We might not be big, but we sure are great!

GCPS is located 
in El Paso, Texas 
and serves 
people in West 
Texas, southern 
New Mexico and 
Juarez (Mexico).

General Casimir Pulaski Society

Rev. Roger Hawes
 1214 Zorn road

 Yorktown, tX 78164
361-564-2893

HolYCrossYorktown.net

parish festival - 2nd sunday in september

“We are proud of our Holy Cross Catholic Church Cemetery
and our ancestors whose memories we honor there.”

mass: Sat. 5 pm; Sun. 9:30 am

Holy Cross  
Catholic Church
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Our Lady of Czestochowa – Pray for us

Fr. Wieslaw Iwaniec, Pastor
300 FM 3191, Falls City, TX 78113

830-745-2633
nbvm@hughes.net

Mass: 
Saturday 6 pm
Sunday 10 am

Nativity of the Blessed Nativity of the Blessed 
Virgin MaryVirgin Mary

Annual 
Picnic 

1st Sunday 
of May

Annual Turkey 
Dinner 

3rd Sunday 
in October

Is celebrating its Sesquicentennial 
September 17, 2023

150 Years of Serving God’s People

Roman Catholic 
Church

Cestohowa, Texas

Immaculate Conception of the Blessed  Immaculate Conception of the Blessed  
Virgin Mary Catholic ChurchVirgin Mary Catholic Church

Saint John Paul II quote September 13, 
1987: “In Poland, Panna Maria, Texas is very 
famous. Everyone knows of Panna Maria and 
those first Polish immigrants who responded 
to the call of their pastor and spiritual leader, 
Father Leopold Moczygemba. All of our great 
American Polonia credits its origin to you. 
Panna Maria, as the first nest built on Ameri-
can soil by Polish immigrants inspiring others 
to follow in your footsteps.”

P.O. Box 9, Panna Maria, Texas 78144 • 830-780-2748

The Oldest  
Polish  

Permanent  
Settlement in  

the Nation
Founded 1854

Annual  
Homecoming 

and Turkey 
Dinner 

2nd Sunday  
in October
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1731 Blalock Road, Houston

Call for tours and information  
830-780-4471 

or email: pmhs.vstrctr@gmail.com.

Located in the Panna Maria Historic District on 
FM 81 in the historic Pilarczyk’s Store building

13860 FM 81, P.O. BOX 52, Panna Maria, TX 78144 
www.pannamariatexas.org

PANNA MARIA  
Visitors’ Center  

& Historical Society

OPEN Thursdays: 
March thru October 10 am–4 pm

November thru February 10am-3 pm 
OPEN 1st through 4th full weekends:

Saturdays 10 am–4 pm, Sundays 1-4 pm
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Founded in Houston in 2017, 
the Polish American Chamber of 
Commerce in Texas is a non-pro� t 
organization serving to connect and 
facilitate business interests between 
Poland and Texas; and in a broader 
sense between Poland and the USA. 

We aspire to collaborate with businesses 
regardless of industry and ranging from 

the smallest businesses to the largest 
multi-nationals on both sides of the 
Atlantic as well as with all relevant 

governmental, academic and non-pro� t 
organizations.

 www.polchamtx.org • Email: offi ce@polchamtx.org • Twitter: @PolchamTx

POLISH ACADEMY
HOUSTON

Do you have 
Polish roots or 

do you love 
Poland and the 

culture? Do you 
want to learn 

something new 
and different?

Enroll now! 
773-501-3411
polishacademy.houston@gmail.com 

Classes 
online

Do you  
want to learn 
the Polish  
language 
and have 
some fun?

LET’S ADVENTURE WITH THE  
POLISH LANGUAGE!

KEEP 
CALM
AND

LEARN 
POLISH

ALL AGES

ALL LEVELS

2023/2024            REGISTRATION OPEN
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Polish 
American 

Priests 
Association
Honorary Members of PACT

“The Polish American 
Council of Texas honors 
and prays for all Texas 
priests from Poland and 
those of Polish descent.”
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830-310-8612 • 13909 N FM 81, Panna Maria, TX 78144830-310-8612 • 13909 N FM 81, Panna Maria, TX 78144
www.polishheritagecentertx.orgwww.polishheritagecentertx.org

Polish Heritage Center
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Children and adults who do not speak Polish, learn Polish
as a second language in two “Polish 101” classes.

We prepare our students to Seal of Biliteracy exam.

For more information contact us at info@polishschooldallas.org
or visit our website www.polishschooldallas.org.

Polish School of Dallas  
offers classes for children 4 and up.  

Students learn reading, writing,  
and speaking in Polish, the history and  

geography of Poland, as well as  
Polish culture and traditions.

Sacred Heart
HiStorical Society

“Thankful for our
Polish ancestors”

Our Lady of Częstochowa 
window in Sacred Heart Church 
built in 1961.

P.o. Box 427 WHite deer, tx 79097
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The modern St. Michael Catholic Church is located at 418 Indiana St.,  
San Antonio, Texas 78210. For information please call 210-263-7270.

St. Michael Catholic Church
 The original St. Michael Catholic Church was the center of 
the third oldest parish in San Antonio, Texas, and a nucleus for 
the Polish people of the city. It began with the arrival of Father 
Vincent Barzynski of the Resurrectionist Order who was the 
earliest resident pastor. On November 18, 1866, the first Mass 
of the newly organized parish was celebrated in the San Fernan-
do Cathedral. St. Michael’s divine services were initially held in 
a rented one-story, rock building owned by Emanuel Rzeppa.
 In 1922, the original church was torn down and a larger edi-
fice of white brick was erected. The cornerstone of this majestic 
church was laid on July 4, 1922, followed by the dedication on 
October 25, 1922. The blessing of the beautiful stained glass 
windows took place on December 2, 1923.
 This historic church, with St. Michael the Archangel as its 
standard bearer, was demolished to make room for the 1968 
HemisFair. Info courtesy of SilesianTexans.com.

Please see SilesianTexans.com for beautiful images and 
more information about this historic church.

830-745-2541 • stannskos.org
Corner of FM 541 & 1347, Kosciusko, TX 78160

Kosciusko, or more properly spelled Kosciuszko, was 
named for the Polish General Tadeusz Kościuszko when 
it was established March 12, 1880 by sixty-fi ve Polish 
families. In 1892 a Polish Catholic school was built. 

The fi rst Church was built in 1898. The people gathered 
together and with $2,000 built the fi rst Church and named 

it St. Ann’s. The wooden church measured 80ft x 40ft.

ST. ANN’S CATHOLIC ST. ANN’S CATHOLIC 
CHURCH

Kosciusko Community

ANNUAL 
PICNIC

1st Sunday in August
celebrating St. Ann’s
125th Anniversary

1898 - 2023

Mass: 
Sat. 5:30 pm
Sun. 8:00 am
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Monsignor Frank Kurzaj
311 7th St.,
Bandera, TX 78003
830-460-4712
www.ststanislausbandera.com

St. Stanislaus
Catholic Church
& Cemetery

PARISH FESTIVAL
First Sunday in May

Church grounds, 7th St. & Cypress St.

Mass: Saturday 5 pm
Sunday 8 am, 

11 am (Bilingual), 4 pm

EVENTS
Check the website 

for event dates.

Annual Homecoming 
Bazaar & Dożynki 
(Harvest) Mass & 

Celebration
1st Sunday in September

Food, Games, Live Auction, 
Polish Music

Polskie Kolędy 
(Christmas Caroling)

December
Polish Traditions, Polish Food, 
Polish Singing, Polish MusicPastor: Fr. Thaddeus Tabak, S.D.S.

9175 FM 1371, Chappell Hill, TX 77426
979-836-3030 • www.ststanislauschappellhill.org

St. Stanislaus 
Catholic Church
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In Memory of Katarzyna Przybylska
February 5th 1980 — April 5th 2022

Beloved Mother, Wife, Daughter & Sister
Active supporter of Houston Polonia

Will always remain in our hearts
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FIND US ON FACEBOOK!

Texas A&M  
University

To raise awareness and  
to promote Polish heritage  
and culture at Texas A&M  
and the Aggie Community.

Wednesdays 7pm
45-minutes via Zoom

We are the UT Polish Club, students 
dedicated to all things POLISH!

Cześć! 

We discuss Polish politics, food, history, 
and more! We also have esteemed 
guest speakers, participate in Polish 
community events, cook Polish food 
together, offer Polish movie nights, and 
host social events. Join the UT Polish 
Club, meet like-minded Longhorns, and 
indulge in Poland’s rich culture. 
“Everybody is welcome, whether you 

are Polish or not.”
Contact Nsilverstein@utexas.edu for info.

Poland-TALL Emerging Leaders Program
Study Abroad/Internship

Applications may be made through the Study Abroad Website:
http://alec.tamu.edu/student-opportunities/high-impact/study-abroad/poland/

(Texas Poland Exchange)

PROGRAM PROPOSAL
Dates: May 28 - June 30, 2023
   Summer Session 1
Length of program: 5 weeks
Number of participants: limited to 10
Agricultural requirement:  
   Each participant must be willing to   
   live with a farm family.  
   Preference given to students  
   majoring in Agriculture.
International requirements:  
   passport
Earned credits: 3-6 hours  
   (Undergraduate or Graduate)

Dr. Jim Mazurkiewicz, PH.D.
(W) (979) 845-1554
(C) (979) 229-8855

Jim.Mazurkiewicz@ag.tamu.edu 
https://tall.tamu.edu/
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Homemade

Located in Austin, TX
Owner: Asia Gonczar

www.apoloniacatering.com
apoloniacatering@gmail.com

Polish & European Cuisine

The Center for European Studies (CES) at University of 
Texas at Austin promotes the study of Europe in the form of: 
language study; providing courses on European culture, his-
tory, economics, business, and politics; creating opportunities 
for study abroad and internships abroad; and assisting students 
in pursuing work opportunities connected to Europe. 
 CES also serves civic, nonprofit, and business associations 
with activities in Europe; academic leaders and institutions 
from Europe with collaborative agreements with UT; govern-
mental and multilateral agencies dedicated to social and eco-
nomic betterment in Europe; and the general public in Texas 
and the U.S. whose world outlook includes Europe.

For inquiries, please contact CES at ces@austin.utexas.edu.
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BREMOND POLISH 
FOOD STORE

304 South Main Street, Bremond, TX
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254-746-7667
116 S. Main Street, Bremond, TX 76629

Facebook: groholskipolishsausage

Adam Zalewski, Co-Founder, recently traveled across Texas and met with Polonia.
Located in Wrocław, Poland, genealogytour.com has provided advanced genealogy 

research and genealogy tours throughout Poland for over 15 years.

 •Advanced genealogical research 
Our team personally researches and accesses various historical vital records to explore 
your family tree. We dig into various databases, civil records, and parish records. 
 •On-site research 
We visit places your ancestors used to live, take photos, copy historic documents, 
interview local inhabitants, search for the graves of ancestors, and pursue contact with 
living relatives.
 •Heritage tours
Plan your dream tour to your ancestor’s regions and villages. Whether for a group  
or an individual, we create a tailor-made itinerary for you. We supply comfortable 
transportation, arrange for accommodations, provide an English speaking tour guide, 
and professional genealogical support.

Contact: a.zalewski@genealogytour.com or office@genealogytour.com 
Visit us at www.genealogytour.com 



Polish F� d Sto� 
Extensive selection of  authentic, 
hard to find Polish delicacies and 

Polish memorabilia

Polonia Restaurant 713-464-9900 • Polish Food Store 713-464-9901
1780 Blalock Rd., Houston, TX 77080 • www. poloniarestaurant.com

Family Owned and Operated by Sharon & Andrzej Szpak • Located in Houston since 2003

We are proud to be a Member of  PACT.

Polonia Restaurant
Special Events ~ Catering ~ Reservations

Polish favorites as pierogi, golabki 
(cabbage rolls) original Polish sausage, 

bigos (hunter stew) golonka 
(pork shank) & much more

Kotara  
Enterprises 

LLC
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RE-EXCEL
Realty, Inc.
281-646-7363
832-723-7320 (cell)

Mark Hunek
Real Estate Broker

Your one stop source for Real Estate  
service in Katy and Houston area.

Visit my website to help make  
your selling or buying  

process less intimidating.

www.re-excelrealty.com
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See us for your ranch 
and farm needs. 

Rockin’ R Farm & Ranch
Supplies & Equipment

Temple, TX
254-500-6362

rockinrfarmranch22@gmail.com

 Family owned 
and operated!

Lorne, Karen 
(Sadowy), 

and Danielle 
Roby
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In loving memory of
Alphonse Frank “Al” Kolodziej

1941-2022

Wilson County News Business Manager, 
1996-2022

Born in Kosciusko, Texas, to 
Frank and Julia Skrobarczyk Kolodziej

1012 C Street, Floresville
830-216-4519 

wilsoncountynews.com
reader@wcn-online.com

112 E. Chihuahua St., La Vernia
830-779-3751 

lavernianews.com
reader@lavernianews.com

Wilson County 
community app

gowilsonapp.com



MISSION STATEMENT
PACT is a 501-C-3 non-profit organization established 

with the following mission: To further knowledge of 
Polish culture, traditions, history, language, arts, current 

affairs, and statewide events in Texas. To facilitate  
networking among Polish American groups in Texas.

WHO WE ARE
Our members include Polish American individuals, 

clubs, organizations, churches, professionals,  
societies, artists, genealogists, teachers, cultural events, 

businesses and more. We welcome you!

CONTACT US 
Email: Office@PACTx.org  

Web: PACTx.org 
Phone: 830-779-2636 

Facebook: PACTx
Twitter: @PolishAmerTX
PO Box 1357, La Vernia, 

Texas  78121

Join online PACTx.org
Annual Dues

All Members receive  
a free ad in our directory.

• Student - $20
• Individual - $50
• Polish Student  
   Organization - $50
• Family - $70
• Organization/ 
   NonProfit - $100
• Corporate/LLC - $100


